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Introduction by the President

D

ear Colleagues!
We see our politicians running from one summit
meeting to the next and they are salvaging whole
countries in Europe weekly. Of course I am exaggerating,
but I am missing the decisive point about the root causes
and how to overcome the financial crisis. At the moment
it is definitely important to work between these two,
root cause and sustainable future by supporting countries
with further solid loans and protect them with the ESFS
(European System of Financial Supervisors).

The realities of the financial crises are quite complex and
can only be solved on international, maybe even on global
bases. But the world is not mature for the global solution,
so we need our Europe, as it was and will be the guardian
for peace. In that frame we are able to develop our
industry and by integration of international professionals
into local societies it is possible to get wealth to each
corner of the EU. Breaking up the Euro or even the EU,
is a game that will push us back into times of the famous
Congress of Vienna 1814-1815.

It is not up to me to discuss how countries with different
structures fit together in a common currency, but to
me it is clear that only by developing the economy to
comparable levels can it work. There are different ways:
Agriculture, tourism, financial services and industry.
In most wealthy countries, in and out of the EU, the
industries are one of the strongest guarantors for
wealth and growth. To produce something means to add
something to the value chain. The best way to do this is
where the people live.
It was somehow in fashion to move enterprises out of
the cities and get banks in. Industry was or is seen as not
cool, dirty, noisy and many other negative attributes. But
this does not apply to PM at all. It is green, modern and
profitable.
Our PM is only a piece of the whole industry but it is
a perfect example of how to do things right. We have
hundreds of mid size companies that add value and give
people the jobs to pay the bills. Our shops are all over
Europe and we are supplying the world. That structure
made us strong during the last recession. We must not
make the mistake to give all our production capacities
to low cost countries. Once we lose our production
capacities, we have no chance to earn with industrial
applications. In industry we need a lot of professional
skills. They are as diverse as society is, so it gives jobs to
everybody. With financial services this is not the case. Not
all of us can be a broker.

I am very happy with our Euro PM Congress in Barcelona
last year. It was once again a big success. It initiated
new businesses and technologies. Thank you for your
contribution and congratulations to the staff of the EPMA!
Yours sincerely
Ingo Cremer, EPMA President

So I strongly hope that after our politicians extinguish
the actual fire in the financial world, action takes place
to develop industry in all regions of Europe and not
only in the hot spots. Therefore we need an even better
infrastructure, and an excellent education system. That
costs money and needs to be paid by taxes. I like to
pay tax for such a purpose, and with the profits of our
industry we can afford it as it is an investment in the
future. That is not the case with all the money we burn for
financial parachutes.
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Executive Director’s Report

I

n 2011 we saw a continuation of the general recovery in
the European PM Industry despite the on-going turmoil
in the financial markets; this recovery was greatly aided
by the strength of car production on the back of exports
to the Far East as total EU market car sales again fell. This
industry recovery was also reflected in the Association’s
performance, which saw a small increase in membership
numbers and a highly successful EuroPM Congress.
Our training and education activities included the latest of
the EPMA underwritten PM Summer Schools which was
held at IFAM Dresden. As is now normal we were more
than twice over-subscribed for the event, which enabled
the EPMA to train some 54 young graduates from 15
countries. Prof José Torralba was again the coordinator
with great help from Prof Bernd Kieback and the team
at IFAM. Thanks must also go to the excellent efforts of
our lecturers and as a result the event proved to be very
successful. In 2012 the Summer School will be held in San
Sebastian and bookings are already looking strong.
The EuroPM2011 Congress & Exhibition was held
at the Barcelona International Congress Centre and
the attendance proved to be a record for a EuroPM
event with around 900 attendees and the exhibition
area was also completely sold out. Barcelona was an
excellent venue with tremendous local input from the
EPMA Spanish Chapter whilst our thanks also go to the
delegates, exhibitors and the members of the Technical
Programme Committee who provided much useful
support.

Winterev seminar in San Sebastian and of course the Euro
PM2012 Congress & Exhibition. This will take place in
Basel and will focus on PIM, Hard Materials, HIP plus PM
Applications and New Materials. We have already sold out
the exhibition area and the programme of some 200 oral
and poster papers will be complemented by the Special
Workshops and meetings organized by our sectoral
groups. Basel is a beautiful city with easy access from all
parts of Europe and will be an excellent venue for the
event.
In summary, 2011 was a very active year but one that
was a successful year for the Association with financial
reserves again achieving a record level. The continuing
world economic, political and natural problems mean that
we cannot relax in our efforts and we will do our best
to maintain and improve the services we provide to our
members and other customers.
Yours sincerely
Jonathan Wroe, Executive Director

Our seven sectoral and working groups undertook a
range of activities, which included development of new
promotional material for the PM HIP group, an upgraded
benchmarking exercise by the EuroMIM group and the
launch of a new joint initiative for the promotion of PM
Gears for the structural parts sector. Of particular note
was the start of four new R&D projects, three of which
are funded wholly by member consortia and the other
being part of an EU supported FP7 project.
REACH environmental legislation continues to spread
and a series of regular email updates as well as support
to various activities took place in the year including
a workshop for members held in May 2011. We are
committed to continuing to provide support and
information for members on this important topic and
indeed we are also looking ahead at EU energy legislation
which potentially will have a major cost impact on the
industry.
For 2012 in addition to the PM Summer School we are
running a short course on Sintering in Helsingborg, a
www.epma.com
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Highlights of 2011
Record Breaking EuroPM in Barcelona
Successful PM Summer School in Dresden
New Collaborative Research Projects Started
Updated HIP brochure produced

T

he Secretariat’s resources continue to be involved in a
wide range of activities, as can be seen from this Report.
In addition to promotion and project management
work, we are active in benchmarking, statistics collection,
production of brochures and guides, plus support to our
working and sectoral committees. Our efforts to influence and
signpost environmental legislation such as REACH and the new
energy legislation have continued. Once again EPMA’s unique
role as a “cross material” industry orientated organisation is
acknowledged by both members and outside agencies. We were
involved in the submission of three project applications within
EU’s FP7 programme as well as launching three projects entirely
funded by members, details of which are shown below.

Membership

O

verall membership
increased by ten to
312 with corporate
membership reaching some
178 companies, the highest
since the start of the crisis.
The Membership totals
by year are shown on the
right. Corporate members
are based in twenty-eight
countries worldwide.
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EPMA Showcase at Euro PM2011

Total Membership Numbers and Income 2002-2011

Membership
Subscription Rates
Due to the market
situation it was agreed
at the November 2010
Council meeting that
2011 membership rates
should again be frozen at
2008 levels; For 2012 the
membership fees will remain
unchanged for the fourth
successive year reflecting the
strong financial position of
the Association.

income €k
total
number of
members

Income

Total numbers

EPMA Membership Numbers 2000-2011
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EPMA Membership
New members in 2011
EPMA was pleased to welcome the following into membership during the year.

Full Members

Associate Members

Atlas Copco Secoroc AB

Raymor Industries

GGP Metalpowder AG

ITB Precisietechniek

Matcon Ltd

Nanomet Ltd

Poudmet SAS

Sacmi Imola SC

SwissMIM SA

Tenneco

Individual Members
Prof Efrain Carreño-Morelli,
Dr Ilaria Cristofolini
Dr Gemma Herranz
Mr Lukas Jiranek
Dr Stephen Mashl
Dr Gloria Rodriguez
Dr Hugh Roth
Mr Avni Zengin

www.epma.com
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EU: Influencing Regulations & Legislation

T

he EPMA has, through a process of ongoing lobbying and
positive contributions to debate, been able to position
itself to participate in and influence, the EU’s formulation
of regulations and legislation.

REACH and Other EHS Legislation Activities

I

n December 2011 the EPMA issued its 82nd REACH
news flash. This monthly email news flash informs over
320 interested EPMA member contacts about the latest
developments of REACH and related legislation.
After the first Registration deadline of 1st December 2010, the
European Chemical Agency is getting ready for the next phases
of REACH, which are the Evaluation and Authorisation phases.
The draft version of the first Community Rolling Action Plan
(CoRAP) of REACH substance evaluation has been submitted
by ECHA to EU member states, and a public version published
on the Agency’s website.
In parallel, the EPMA continues to follow the development
of Exposure Scenarios, which establish the threshold levels
of metals in our industry. Nickel thresholds for inhalation are
especially followed by the EPMA who are in close contact with
the Nickel REACH Consortia. The EPMA held its fifth EPMA
REACH Workshop entitled “REACH and Exposure Scenarios”
on 24/25th May 2011 in Brussels with a focus on REACH
Exposure Scenarios. The Workshop was very well supported
with 35 participants.

Participants of the 5th EPMA REACH Workshop

EPMA is also following the development of other EU Legislation
and Trends (Eco-efficiency), which may impact the PM industry
in the near future, including a Proposal for a Council Directive
amending Directive 2003/96/EC for the taxation of energy
products and electricity (ETD). The revised ETD is planned
to enter into force on 1 January 2013 and would tax the PM
industry according to their CO2 emission (fixed at 20€/tonne
CO2).
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Education and Training Projects
PM Summer Schools

S

ince it was agreed by the EPMA Council that in 2009 the
EPMA would organise a Summer School whose costs
would be underwritten by the Association’s reserves
we have held successful events in Kosice and Madrid. The
very positive results from these events meant that we held a
third such event in 2011 at the IFAM Institute in Dresden. We
received over 140 applications for the 54 places and, thanks
to the input from our 20 guest lecturers and the support of
Professors Bernd Kieback and José Torralba, the event was again
a great success. Participants: 38 from industry, 12 from academia
and 4 from research institutions, came from 14 countries
throughout Europe. Laboratory practice was carried out at the

centre, where participants had hands-on experience of powder
analysis, cold isostatic pressing and MIM. The Gala Dinner was
held at the Carolaschlößchen situated in the middle of Großer
Garten, one of Dresden’s prettiest parks. The Summer School
finished with an optional tour of Dresden.
Thanks to the on-going, high level of demand from members,
academia and end users we are holding another Summer School
this year. It will take place in San Sebastian, Spain, from
25th - 29th June 2012, hosted by Professor Francisco Castro
from CEIT and coordinated, as usual, by Professor José Torralba.

IFAM Institute

Dresden

Lecture Hall

Networking during coffee break

Social events included a BBQ and Gala Dinner

Students at PM Summer School 2011

www.epma.com
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Research & Development Projects
Member Funded Activities
Global PM Property Database

T

he online database GPMD was launched in 2004 as a
joint project between the leading regional PM trade
associations, the EPMA and its sister organisations in
North America (MPIF) and Japan (JPMA). During the last seven
years the content has been steadily increased to a total of nearly
4000 lines of high quality data covering both ferrous and nonferrous PM materials. A major step forward in expanding the
reach of the GPMD has been the agreement originally signed
in 2009 with Granta Design based in Cambridge, England a
leading company in materials information technology. As a result
the GPMD data is now available to a range of end users as
part of an integrated and comprehensive materials information

management system called GRANTA MI. Current areas to be
further developed include expanding the available MIM data and
additional data for fatigue properties. Also under consideration
is the future inclusion of PM HIP data.
The challenge of including new data sets is therefore an ongoing one and sources of data are being sought from materials
standards, powder suppliers and parts makers plus academic
publications. The need for members to be proactive in helping in
providing information is essential for the growth and success of
this long standing and valuable project.

Website continues to attract new visitors

A

s far as research and development work is concerned,
the projects can be divided in two. Firstly large scale,
mainly publicly financed projects and then those
projects where funding has been co-ordinated on a private basis
by the Secretariat using members’ direct funding. This method
has produced a number of smaller scale, but equally successful
projects e.g. Nano Materials measurement and Bioavailability.
During 2011 we undertook the following club projects:
the second stage of the Ultrasonic Fatigue Testing of Hardmetals
in the gigacycle regime “UFTH 2” project and the new club
project on Simulation of Fatigue Crack Growth in Hardmetal at
a Mesoscopic Scale “SIMU-CRACK I”. The two projects which
were launched on 15th September by the EPMA-EHMG group
should last 18 and 12 months, respectively.
In the UFTH 2 project the effect of surface related parameters
such as roughness and residual stresses and that of the
hardmetal grade, in particular of WC grain size and binder
content, will be studied in terms of fatigue behaviour.

8

The SIMU-CRACK I project is a feasibility study to demonstrate
the capability of the FE-method to predict the mechanical
behaviour of hardmetal under cyclic loads.
The third project on Stiffness Moduli of Hardmetals “SMH”
started on 1st March 2011 is progressing well as reported in
an intermediate meeting on 12th October 2011. The project
has for objectives, to develop a table-top method to measure
the stiffness moduli of hardmetals and to supply to each EPMA
member project partner the complete table top equipment,
(hardware and software).
The EPMA-ESPG and the EPMA-EPHG groups will also launch
a Club Project on Component Fatigue Strength “CFS I” and a
Club Project on Toughness of PM HIP Steel - Part A “TMPHIP
– A”. The CFS I consortium is now complete and the project
should start around March 2012.

www.epma.com
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Publicly Funded Projects
EU project Funding

EPMA

has initiated and participated in a
wide range of EU funded projects.
These have included the DIENET,
MODNET, MIMNET, Marie Curie and Leonardo programmes,
which have brought over €10 million of government funding
into the European PM sector. Several of our projects have been
used as exemplars by the Commission.

Currently we are involved in one EU funded project called
DIRA-GREEN where the EPMA is involved as a Dissemination
Partner. The project started on October 1st 2011 and its
objective is to “Enable the PM process to expand to new
markets with more reliable parts and lower manufacturing
costs through the inspection of green parts”. The project is
coordinated by the EPMA member R&D Centre MFKK based in
Budapest. The deliverable from the research will be to develop a
new inspection tool for the improved assessment of green parts,
which will prove affordable for SMEs. The consortium consists
of technical and end-user SMEs supported by associations both
from PM and the NDT sector while the development is carried
out by research centres and a university. The project is funded
by the European Commission under the “Research for the
benefit of SMEs” call as part of FP7. The total budget for the 3
years is over €3 million. More information can be found on the
web site http://diragreen.eu.

www.epma.com

The first step in
the project was to
finalise the system
specification based
on the need of the
industry. Therefore a
two-step market survey was set up. Part (A) to determine the
required accuracy and speed requirements of the end product
while taking into consideration the cost issues and other
factors, while Part (B) to gain a comprehensive overview of the
complex PM non-destructive testing. The responses collected
are essential for the success of the project, but will also serve as
important information for the whole PM sector in the field of
non-destructive testing. Based on the survey’s result and on the
feedback of the SME’s partners the consortium will now start to
develop digital radiographic equipment and procedures.
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Euro PM2011 - Expanding PM Possibilities

B

eautiful and vibrant Barcelona hosted the Euro PM2011
Congress & Exhibition organised and sponsored by the
EPMA. A truly international event covering all aspects
of PM technology brought together delegates from over 40
countries including the Far East, South Africa and the Americas.

A full social programme included a welcome reception and a
special EPMA members’ VIP reception kindly hosted by the
President of the Government of Catalonia, in addition to the
traditional Gala Dinner. This was held at the historic LLotja de
Mar in the heart of the city and provided a suitable finale to a
dynamic and productive event.
Feedback from delegates has been overwhelmingly positive with
note being duly taken of any areas in need of improvement.
The EPMA extends its sincere thanks to the many people who
worked on the organisation of Euro PM2011 in particular the
congress co-chairmen Dr Cesar Molins and Professor Francisco
Castro.

CCIB Congress Centre

Thanks are also due to members of the Technical Programme
Committee and the Session Chairmen who helped to make the
technical sessions and workshops run with their usual efficiency.
We would also like to thank, last but not least, the efforts of
the EPMA Spanish Chapter and the Generalitat de Catalunya,
plus the support of our members and delegates, which is much
appreciated.

Despite the uncertain general economic situation the technical
programme of over 250 Oral and Poster presentations attracted
a new EuroPM record attendance of nearly 900 participants plus
a sold out exhibition with some 90 booths.
During the Congress plenary session, EPMA President Mr
Ingo Cremer presented a ‘Review of the PM Industry from a
European Perspective’. The keynote plenary speaker was Dr
Volker Arnhold from GKN Sinter Metals GmbH who gave an
excellent paper on “Energy Consumption in PM Manufacturing”.
The recipients of the 2011 EPMA Distinguished Service award
were Dr Olle Grinder of PM Technology AB in Sweden and
Professor Francisco Castro from CEIT in San Sebastian, Spain.
The congress extended over three days with four parallel
sessions. In addition, three special interest seminars were
organised:
a) Metal Injection Moulding of Applied Functional Materials.
b) PM Biomaterials – Design and Biofunctionality.
c) Functional Surfaces in Hard Materials.
All of which were well attended.

Plenary Session
The three volumes of Congress Proceedings contain the text
and key figures of the papers presented, both oral and poster,
along with author details and references.Volumes can be
purchased in CD ROM format or individually as hard copies.
Details are available on the EPMA website in the Publications
section.

Work is already underway for Euro PM2012 to be held in Basel
Switzerland from the 16th -19th September 2012. To receive
further information on this and other EPMA events please
contact the EPMA Secretariat.
Members’ Reception at Generalitat de Catalunya

10
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Euro PM2011 in Pictures

EPMA Showcase

Dr Olle Grinder receiving his Distinguised Service Award
from Ingo Cremer

Professor Francisco Castro receiving his Distinguised
Service Award from Ingo Cremer

Delegates at the Exhibition reception

Some of over 90 Posters at Euro PM2011

Discussion in one of ninety exhibition booths

www.epma.com
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Other Activities in 2011
Midlands Design Manufacturing 2011,
Birmingham, UK

HIP Processing for Extreme Environments,
Derby, UK

The EPMA exhibited for the first time, at the Midlands Design
& Manufacturing Event 2011 (MDM), on 6-7 April 2011. Held in
conjunction with MEDTEC UK, mtec – Sensors Measurement
& Instrumentation and the 3C – Contamination, Control &
Cleaning Products events.

The Riverside Centre in Derby, UK was the venue for a one day
workshop on November 16th organised by the UK based IOM3
and sponsored by EPMA. The theme was HIP Processing for
Extreme Environments and it proved a strong attraction to the
target audience of HIP end users, with over 60 people attending.

The EPMA showcased its ‘Realise the Potential of Powder
Metallurgy’ stand at the MDM, which was a well-attended event
that attracted a large number of visitors from a diverse range
of industries. The stand featured a varied range of PM parts,
and also promoted the EPMA’s revised and updated ‘Powder
Metallurgy Case Study Booklet’ and new HIP Brochure, which
generated a point of discussion for visitors to the booth.

The event was designed to be a showcase of the proven ability
of the rapidly developing HIP sector to provide solutions for
products operating in extreme conditions, such as are found
in sectors like the aerospace, offshore and nuclear industries.
The sessions covered many different and varying aspects of HIP
from the process and equipment to future developments in the
sector.
The EPMA played an instrumental part in the event’s success,
due in part to the strong support from EPHG members, who
provided the majority of the speakers.

EPMA stand at MEDTEC 2011

GIFA – International Trade Fair for
Foundry Technology, Düsseldorf, Germany

Speakers at HIP Workshop (image courtesy of Mark Hull)

The EPMA joined with the Min-Expertenkreis to promote PM
at the GIFA – International Trade Fair for Foundry Technology.
The 18m2 stand included MIM banners as well as the EPMA’s
Introduction to Metal Injection Moulding brochure for the
benefit of potential PM customers and users. Over the weeklong event the exhibition stand attracted a positive number of
discussions about the potential uses of MIM components.

Joint booth at GIFA, Düsseldorf
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Sectoral Groups
European Hard Materials Group (EHMG)
Chairmen: Dr Leo Prakash (WTP Materials
Engineering), Dr Steve Moseley (Hilti AG)
The EHMG has been again very active in 2011 with the
organisation and coordination of the following activities:
• The launch of three new club projects
• An EHMG open meeting held during Euro PM2011
• A Special Interest Seminar on “Functional Surfaces In
Hardmetals” during Euro PM2011 was very successful
with over 40 attendees.

real potential of the project (marketing study, comparison with
competitive technology, technical checks). A proposal of a “PM
Gear Phase 1” Project will soon be distributed to the ESPG
members.

PMRADNET
The three submissions involving EPMA under the 2011 FP7
call are reported elsewhere. Partners continue to work on a
bilateral basis on student exchanges, joint projects and use of
equipment. They also provide a number of the lecturers for the
PM Summer Schools and the Sintering Short Course. A meeting
of the group took place in Barcelona in March 2011.

European MIM Group (EuroMIM)
Chairmen: Dr Frank Petzoldt (Fraunhofer IFAM), Dr
Bruno Vicenzi (MIMItalia)
There was a closed meeting of the group for members only
held at IFAM Bremen on 25th May and despite the efforts
of the Icelandic volcano was attended by fourteen members.
EuroMIM which now comprises over 75 organisations from
across Europe had for the first time both open and closed
meetings prior to the start of the Barcelona congress. The
former was attended by over 30 people and the latter by over
60. There are several important areas that have been worked on
during the period most notably the new draft ISO standard on
MIM Materials that is now close to being published in its final
form. Joint promotional activities and an updated version of the
“Introduction to MIM booklet” are in the activity plan for 2012.

European PM HIP Group
Chairmen: Mrs Adeline Riou (Erasteel), Mr Anders
Eklund (Avure)
The group now covers 36 organisations from across the supply
chain. Four sub groups, each one the responsibility of a member
of the steering group, have been established to cover; the
promotion of PM HIP technology, conferences and seminars,
R&D/benchmarking activity plus development of international
standards for the PM HIP sector. There have been regular
conference calls plus an open meeting and closed meeting
in Barcelona. A revised version of the “Introduction to HIP
brochure” has been issued and work has started via a
sub-committee on the development of first a national and then
an international standard on the measurement of Argon in PM
HIP components.

Chairmen: Mr Peter Kjeldsteen (Sintex), Dr Cesar
Molins (AMES)
The ESPG held three interesting meetings during Euro PM2011:
• The General meeting on 10th October with keynote
presentations from Volker Arnhold (GKN) and David Valenti
(Eurofer) on REACH Ni issue and future CO2 taxation,
respectively. The Coordinators of EU projects of interest for the
PM industry (DIRA-GREEN and EDEFU) were also invited to
report on progress.
• The Parts Makers meeting
• A special Meeting organized by the “PM Gear Forum” on a
Project Proposal on a PM Gear Box Vehicle, which has as goals
and objectives to “build and market an EPMA PM gear box
vehicle, through reverse engineering, redesigning, optimizing,
prototyping, benchmarking and test driving of an entire gear
box, designed and optimized for PM by 2012 ”. Most of the
participants seemed to agree on the fact that the project was
interesting but that a first step study was needed to assess the
www.epma.com

Promoting Powder Metallurgy Technology

European Structural Parts Group (ESPG)
european powder
metallurgy association

INTRODUCTION
TO PM HIP
TECHNOLOGY
A guide for Designers and Engineers

www.epma.com

New HIP Brochure,Version 2
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Working Groups
Environmental Health and Quality (EHQ)
(EHMG)
Benchmarking: The 2011 campaign saw a total of 18 sites
participating in the programme.
We also maintain the service advertising EPMA member quality
accreditation on the EPMA website, which remains a popular
area amongst the 230,000 visitors per year to the site. In
addition the EPMA provides, through the members’ area of the
website, information on REACH (Documents to Download,
Letters to suppliers, Letters to Customers, Workshop contents,
useful links etc).

Research Education Training (RET)
Chairmen: Prof José Torralba (UC3M), Dr Pierre
Blanchard (Erasteel Kloster AB)
The Research Education Training Working Group held a special
meeting on Tuesday 11th October 2011 at the CCIB Barcelona,
venue of the Euro PM 2011 Congress. The purpose of this
meeting was to discuss and develop possible themes and format
for future EPMA Sintering Short Courses. The main outcomes of
the meeting were:
• Two Sintering courses will be run over the next two years:
2012 will focus on Sintering Fundamentals and Mass
Production and 2013 on Advanced Sintering Processes with a
short fundamental introduction.
• For the first Short Course, the date will take place in March
2012 and it was agreed that the venue would be Helsingborg,
Sweden. The planned number of students would be a
maximum of 60-70 for the first year.
It was agreed that Pierre Blanchard would act as the technical
coordinator/chairman for the first year’s event and Höganäs AB
have kindly agreed to sponsor part of the costs.

www.epma.com

Annual Meeting

T

he 22nd EPMA General Assembly took place on 12th
May at the Eurometaux Conference Centre in Brussels
and was attended by representatives from some 25
companies. The two-day event included the EPMA Annual
Dinner held at the historic restaurant Vincent, and there was
a series of Board, Council and Committee meetings. EPMA
President, Mr Ingo Cremer, opened the General Assembly with a
review of the rebound from the financial crisis and the impact of
the Japanese disaster on the PM industry.
This year’s keynote speech was on the “Future Energy Storage
and Conversion – Is There a Chance for Powder Metallurgy”
by Dr Hans Peter Buchkremer, from Forschungszentrum
Jülich GmbH. This presentation gave an overview of how CO2
emissions could be reduced while meeting increased world
energy demand. In conclusion, he said, there will be a need for
PM in the future energy world with applications in, for example,
advanced power plants, batteries and fuel cells. Advanced
manufacturing techniques using PM would also become more
important.

14
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Governance and Management
Authority of the General Assembly

STRUCTURE OF THE EPMA

U

nder the Constitution, authority is
vested in the General Assembly of
members, which meets annually. A
Council, directly or through its Executive
Board, implements policies and decisions of
the General Assembly and ensures effective
operation between Assemblies.

General Assembly
Executive Board

Council

Secretariat
Working Groups

Sectoral Groups

Environmental, Health
& Quality

Hard Materials (EHMG)

Research Education
Training

MIM (EuroMIM)
Structural Parts (ESPG)
PM HIP (EPHG)
R&D (PMRadnet)

Council

T

he EPMA Constitution requires the Council to be
composed of a minimum of seven individuals with
voting power and appointed by the General Assembly. In
practice, the Council has always been larger than its permitted
minimum. Initially, it consisted of twelve members. In line
with increases in the range and number of members it has
subsequently been increased to the present sixteen. Seats on
Council are allocated according to the number of Full Members
in each of the sectors making up the EPMA’s spectrum of
interest; at the same time, consideration is given to ensuring
an equitable geographical spread of Council members across
Europe.
The 21st Assembly elected a new Council and Executive Board
for the period 2010-13. Currently these are.
Representing PM Parts Sector
Dr Volker Arnhold (GKN Sinter Metals, Germany)
Mr Peter Kjeldsteen (Sintex A/S, Denmark)
Dr Michael Krehl (PMG, Luxembourg)
Dr Cèsar Molins (AMES SA, Spain)
Dr Harald Neubert (Miba Sinter GmbH, Austria)
Representing Powder Sector
Mr Greg Lavallee (Rio Tinto, Germany)
Dr Pierre Blanchard (Erasteel Kloster, Sweden)
Mr Ulf Engström (Höganäs AB, Sweden)
Mr Shashi Shukla (Hoeganaes Corporation Europe, Germany)
Representing Equipment Sector
Mr Ingo Cremer (Cremer Thermoprozessanlagen GmbH,
Germany)
Mr Thomas Lambrecht (Dorst Technologies, Germany)

www.epma.com

Representing Refractory and Hard Material Sectors
Dr Lorenz Sigl (Plansee SE, Austria)
Dr Henk van den Berg (Kennametal Shared Services GmbH,
Germany)
Representing PM Semi Sector
Mr Philippe Gundermann (Aubert et Duval Holding, France)
Representing MIM Sector
Mr Martin Blömacher (BASF AG, Germany)
Dr Bruno Vicenzi (MIMItalia, Italy)
Contact details for current Council Members can be found on
the EPMA website
Executive Board (2010-2013)
Seven Council members have been elected to the EPMA
Executive Board for the period.
President
Mr Ingo Cremer
Vice Presidents
Dr Volker Arnhold
Dr Michael Krehl
Dr Harald Neubert
Mr Thomas Lambrecht
Dr Cèsar Molins
Treasurer
Mr Philippe Gundermann
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EPMA Secretariat
Day-to-day management is in the hands of the Executive
Director and his staff.

Jonathan Wroe
Executive Director

Olivier Coube
Technical Director

Frances Holland
Congress Manager, Office
Administration

Joan Hallward
PM Training Courses
Coordinator, Membership

Andrew Almond
Marketing & Exhibition
Manager, Promotion Activity

Rachel Burton-Pye
Graphic & Website Designer

Pauline Davies
Accounts, PM
Publications

Outlook for 2012

T

he financial crisis that still swirls around Europe remains
the nagging fear that clouds what has been, for many,
a steady recovery from the recession of 2009. The
southern European debt problems, the return of commodity
inflation and political instability in the Middle East all have the
potential to upset markets for the industry and its products.
From the EPMA point of view, we will continue to work to
support members wherever we can and to try to keep a cross
section of income sources available to us. In particular we
have secured some short and medium term funding from a
range of R&D projects. The prospects for Euro PM2012 to be
held in Basel, Switzerland, are very positive with the exhibition
space already fully booked and a programme of high quality
oral and poster papers under preparation in the selected areas
for this year’s event. The successful concept of industry driven
workshops will be continued with at least three “Special Interest
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Seminars” in the areas of Hard Materials, HIP and MIM. The
technical programme will be available shortly, online and in hard
copy format.
The EPMA PM Summer School to be held in San Sebastian will
again offer a tremendous, competitively-priced opportunity for
training promising young people many of whom are employed
by member companies and organisations. In addition, the PM
Sintering short course with over 60 students marks a return to
one of our traditional areas of training activity.
2012 will no doubt be a challenging year but we believe
we should look forward positively to opportunities for the
Association and will continue our efforts to provide support
and service to our members wherever we can.

www.epma.com
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Financial Statements
EPMA is governed by Belgian Law of 25 October 1919, as
amended by that of 6 December 1954. The Association, “un
Association internationale poursuivant un but scientifique”, is
therefore exempt from Belgian income tax. The Secretariat,
situated in the UK, registered for UK VAT on 1st December
1993, in order to regularize the situation with regard to new
Single Market regulations. EPMA works to a calendar year.
The Articles of Association require that members contribute
towards the expenses of the EPMA through an annual

Income

subscription; the generation of funds from other sources and
activities compatible with its objectives is permitted. Belgian
law requires that the EPMA Council shall submit the accounts
for the past year and the budget for the following year for
the approval of the General Assembly. Set out below are the
accounts for 2011, with those of 2010 for comparison.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Accounts prepared and audited
by Turner Peachey Chartered Accountants, Shrewsbury, UK.

2011 (€)

2010(€)

383,176
13,539
460,802
116,806
22,950
2,948
1,000,221

352,039
13,715
1,087,896
12,536
17,015
1,506
1,484,707

2011 (€)

2010(€)

Salaries social charges and pensions
Office overheads
Subsistence and travel
Publications
Conferences, seminars and courses
Professional and membership fees
Council and meetings expenses
Promotions
Bank and credit card charges
Taxation on interest received
Exchange rate differences (note 4)
Printing, stationery, postage and sundries
EU and other projects
Summer School
Depreciation

368,656
40,182
15,535
14,449
259,642
20,641
13,997
9,556
4,024
486
3,001
5,732
118,214
26,370
7,254
907,739

369,746
42,366
12,230
11,015
703,500
18,237
11,044
14,195
3,889
248
(14,802)
5,205
34,311
27,827
5,685
1,244,696

Surplus of income over expenditure

92,482

240,011

Expenditure relating to 2012/2013/2016
Expenses relating to 2010/2011

16,927

Membership fees
Publications and promotions
Conferences, seminars and courses
EU and other projects
Summer School
Bank Interest Received (gross)
Total

Expenditure

Net Surplus of income over expenditure
(expenditure over income)

www.epma.com

75,555

22,372
217,639

17

annual report 2011
BALANCE SHEETS

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2011
2011

NOTES
FIXED ASSETS

2010

€

1

€

€

17,019

€
17,063

Equipment
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors

2

Bank accounts

671,783

359,293

1,028,678

824,364

1,700,461

1,183,657

897,917

538,495

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors

802,544

645,162

819,563

662,225

1st January 2011

662,225

444,586

Adjustment re 2010 conferences

81,783

Less: Surplus of expenditure

-

REPRESENTED BY:
Accumulated fund at

over income
Add: Surplus of income over
expenditure

18

75,555

217,639

819,563

662,225
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2011
31.12.2011 (€)

31.12.2010 (€)

1. FIXED ASSETS
Equipment brought forward
Additions during the year
Disposals during the year
Less: depreciation @ 25%

17,063
7,211
24,274
7,254
17,020

19,019
3,730
22,749
5,686
17,063

2. DEBTORS
Sales ledger balances
Other debtors

663,535
8,248
671,783

359,293
-

359,293

13,488
392,372

1,127
7,169
376,432

17,588
4,292
6,525
84,961
347,396
31,295

18,379
3,806
7,668
117,949
4,000
1,967

897,917

538,495

3. CREDITORS
PM conference amounts due
Purchase ledger balances
Membership fees received in
advance
PAYE owed to inland revenue
Taxation
Professional fees
Other sundry creditors
EU and other projects
VAT

4. EXCHANGE RATES
The figures in the Income and Expenditure accounts have been converted at the actual rate of exchange for each
month. The Balance Sheet figures have been converted at the closing rate of exchange as at 31st December 2011,
which was £1 to €1.19717 (2010: £1 to €1.16178) and differences arising are shown in the Income and
Expenditure account as ‘exchange rate differences’.
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